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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 Applicant's arguments filed 12/27/07 with respect to claims 1-7&25 have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Aoki fails to teach or suggest that "said first user interface 
displays said recording button in a first status in which a button accepts a user input 
and said playback button in a second status in which a button does not accept a 
user input and said second user interface displays said recording button in the second 
status and said playback button in the first status,". Furthermore, applicant argues that 
Aoki discloses that the LCD panel is simply a display and does not accept a user input 
for operations in the mode even when each indication is illuminated. Examiner 
disagrees 

In response, Aoki et al clearly show in the display interface of Fig.3, the "REC" 
and "PLAY" icons. In the different modes display of Fig.3, the "REC" icon is illuminated 
(claimed first status) when the recording function is initiated, at which time the "PLAY" 
(playback) icon is not illuminated (claimed second status); however, when a playback 
function is initiated, the "PLAY" icon is illuminated (claimed first status) but the "REC" 
(recording) icon is not illuminated (claimed second status) (see 



Application/Control Number: 09/556,949 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2623 

Fig.3,7A,7B,8A,8C,8D,9A&9B; and col.8, lines 56-68 and col. 10, line 50 to col.11, line 
38; and claims 1,6,7&25 rejections below). 

With reference to the newly added limitation in bold italicized characters, Aoki 
clearly discloses that when the selector switch 19 is depressed, a recording or playback 
display function based on the record or playback mode is effected (see col. 10, line 39 to 
col. 11, line 2), and furthermore, when the release button 20 is depressed halfway, 
playback of recorded information begins (see col.1 1 , lines 29-38). The effecting of a 
display function when selector switch 19 is depressed, and the effecting of a playback 
function when the release button 20 is depressed indicates a user interface function 
because the user/viewer must have effected the depressing of the selector switch 1 9 to 
effect a display of "REC" or "PLAY" function and the depressing of the release button 
20 to begin the playback of recorded information (see some manual functions disclosed 
by Aoki in col.9, lines 25-30 and col.21 , line 66 to col.22, line 2). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-7&25 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Aoki 
et al (US 5,1 1 1 ,299) in view of Small et al (US 5,898,434). 
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Regarding claim 1 , Aoki et al disclose a still camera that is provided with at least 
one module changing device, a time/date device or an exposure compensating device 
which can be used with the still video camera that is provided with a playback device or 
an audio recording/playback device, comprising: 

a) recording unit configured to record a first supplied picture (see Fig. 2, 
record/playback circuit 35; col.6, line 63 to col. 7, line 8; and col. 8, lines 13-22); 

b) reproducing unit configured to reproduce a second recorded picture (see 
Fig. 2; record/playback circuit 35, and voice reproduction circuit 54; col. 8, lines 13-38); 

c) display controlling unit configured to provide display control in such a manner 
as to display a first user interface when the recording unit records the first picture 
supplied and to display a second user interface wherein the reproducing unit 
reproduces the second picture recorded (see col. 10, line 50 to col.11, line 38), here 
"REC" is displayed during recording and "PLAY" is displayed during playback; 

d) wherein said first user interface displays said recording button in a first status 
in which a button accepts user input (that is, recording function On and recording button 
REC is illuminated - see Fig.7A,7B,8C&8D, for example) and said playback button in a 
second status in which a button does not accept user input (that is, playback function 
not ON and playback button PLAYBACK is not illuminated - see Fig.7A,7B,8C&8D, for 
example) and said second user interface displays said recording button in the second 
status (that is, recording function not ON and recording button REC is not illuminated - 
see Fig.8A,9A&9B, for example) and said playback button in the first status (that is, 
playback function is ON and PLAYBACK button is illuminated - see Fig.8A,9A&9B, for 
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example) (see Fig. 3; col.8, lines 56-68 and col. 10, line 50 to col .11, line 38, and see 
col.1 1 , lines 29-38). The effecting of a display function when selector switch 1 9 is 
depressed, and the effecting of a playback function when the release button 20 is 
depressed indicates a user interface function because the user/viewer must have 
effected the depressing of the selector switch 19 to effect a display of "REC" or "PLAY" 
function and the depressing of the release button 20 to begin the playback of recorded 
information (see some manual functions disclosed by Aoki in col. 9, lines 25-30 and 
col.21, line 66 to col.22, line 2). 

Aoki et al fail to explicitly disclose wherein the first user interface displays 
recording button through which to input orders for operating the recording unit and a 
playback button through which to input orders for operating the reproducing unit and 
second user interface displays a recording button through which to input orders for 
operating the recording unit, and a playback button through which to input orders for 
operating the reproducing unit. 

Small et al teach software techniques for marking, decorating, and organizing 
data within a computer system, including a user interface system having a collection of 
different user interface elements, each having a unique identity and programmed 
functional characteristic that allows each element to be used to mark, find, organize, 
and process data in documents within a computer system comprising the dialog box 
180 of Fig.1 1 . For example, if the user associated the picture 182 to an instance of 
sound element 178, at least a portion of picture 182 would appear within sound dialog 
box 180 (claimed first interface). The user then use the record button 184 to activate a 
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recorder to record a sound for storage in memory 8 until the record time is passed. The 
user could then playback the recorded sound by selecting play button 186. Of course, 
dialog box 180 (claimed second interface) could be reactivated at anytime by selecting 
the instance of the sound element 178 in a different manner and repeat the recording 
and playback of another sound (see col.1 5, line 49 to col.1 6, line 3). 

Selecting different interfaces for selected different dialog boxes provides the 
desirable advantage of facilitating the playing/recording, for example, of the different 
sounds, thereby facilitating the multi-recording/playing of different sounds, using 
different interface modes. 

It would have been obvious to modify Aoki by realizing Aoki with the means to 
select different interfaces for selected different sounds since this provides the desirable 
advantage of facilitating the playing/recording, for example, of the different sounds, 
thereby facilitating the multi-recording/playing of different sound, using different 
interface modes. 

Regarding claim 2, Aoki discloses wherein the recording means records 
simultaneously at least one picture making up the first picture (see col.1 0, line 61 to 
col.1 1, line 2), here the word "REC" is displayed to indicate that the recordingg process 
is going on at the instant 

Regarding claim 3, Aoki discloses wherein the reproducing means reproduces 
simultaneously at least one picture making up the second picture (see col.1 0, line 61 to 
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col.1 1 , line 38), here the word "PLAY" is displayed to indicate that the reproducing 
process is going on at the instant 

Regarding claim 4, Aoki discloses wherein the display controlling means provides 
display control in such a manner that the first and the second user interface appear in 
substantially the same position (see col.1 0, lines 50 to col.1 1 , line 2), here Aoki 
discloses that the camera has a record mode during which "REC" icon is displayed and 
a monitor mode during which "MONITOR" icon is displayed, and in the monitor mode 
the image being recorded can be simultaneously monitored. 

Regarding claim 5, Aoki discloses wherein the display controlling means displays 
the first user interface in such a manner as to place a first and second display thereof 
into a first and a second state respectively, the first display in the first state accepting an 
input of orders via a recording button for operating the recording means, the second 
display in the second state accepting an input of orders via a playback button for 
operating the reproducing means, the display controlling means further displaying the 
second user interface in such a manner as to place the first and second display thereof 
into the second and the first state respectively, the first display in the second state 
accepting an input of orders via a recording button for operating the recording means, 
the second display in the first state accepting an input of orders via a playback button 
for operating the reproducing means (see claims 2&3 discussions above), here 



Application/Control Number: 09/556,949 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2623 

examiner reads the first state as the recording state and the second state as the 
reproducing state. 

Regarding claim 6, the claimed limitations of claim 6 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 7, the claimed limitations of claim 7 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 25, the claimed limitations of claim 25 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 1 above. 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Onuaku whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7379. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

COO 
3/19/08 



/John W. Miller/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



